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XVI. — An Account of some Gases of Arrest of Development. 
By Edward Meeyon, M.D., F.G.S., Fellow of the Royal 
College of Physicians. 

[Read April 7th, 1868.] 

Some four years ago I received a letter from my friend the 
Hon. and Rev. Lord Sydney Godolphin Osborne, requesting 
me to pay him a visit in Dorsetshire, for the purpose of ex- 
amining two boys whom he fondly designated his pet monkeys. 

From the description then given of them, I concluded that 
they were microcephalic children ; and, although from time to 
time I heard of their peculiarities, I did not see them until last 
September (1867), when I was a second time invited to pass an 
opinion upon them, together with a third which had since been 
born. 

They are the children of a well-to-do yeoman, who is him- 
self perfectly developed and fond of all manly sports. His 
wife, also, is of ample size, lady-like, and intelligent ; and 
neither of them can trace any physical or mental peculiarity in 
the families of their respective ancestors. 

They have four children in all ; a daughter between sixteen 
and seventeen — a well-grown girl, rather above the average 
both in appearance and intellect ; and the* three boys whom I 
am about to describe, the eldest about fourteen, the second 
about thirteen, and the third about four years of age. 

I suppose it has occurred to most people to have been con- 
scious of a misty or wavy appearance in the outlines of an ob- 
ject, the relative proportions of which obviously differ from the 
ordinary standard, especially if the object be one of a class 
which is the most familiar to us. Such was the impression 
I felt when I first beheld the boys in question. 

The height of the two eldest is just thirty-seven inches, and 
their respective weights, twenty-three and twenty-five pounds 
— the second being the heavier of the two. The youngest 
weighs barely twelve pounds. 

The circumference of the head of each of the two eldest, taken 
over the superior transverse ridge of the occipital bone and the 
most projecting part of the forehead, is sixteen inches, and ex- 
actly the same around the superior and lateral portions of the 
head and chin. It is, in fact, the smallness of the heads which 
first startles the beholder. In relation to the faces, however, 
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fhey are well pi'oportioned heads^ tolerably well rounded, and 
all three have well marked chins, but, if anything, perhaps a 
little short. 

On stripping the two eldest, the bodies appear somewhat 
elongated, and bent more than ordinarily forward. The arms 
are not long, for the points of the fingers do not extend beyond 
the centres of the thighs. 

The thighs are muscular, but the gastrocnemii and solei 
muscles are attenuated, so that the calves of the legs are very 
small. 

There is a disposition in each to walk on the outer edges of 
the feet. This is especially the case in the second boy, whose 
great toes are somewhat opposed to the other toes ; not quite 
so much, perhaps, as are the thumbs to the fingers ; but cer- 
tainly more so than are the great toes of the infant ; and, not- 
withstanding that they have been confined in shoes, the great 
toes appear to be at least as prehensile as are the great toes of 
the infant. The peculiar articulation of the feet, which gives 
them an inward direction, enables these boys to run, rather 
than climb, up a tree, which they are said to do with great 
agility. 

If the microcephalic skull be dependent on the premature 
ossification and coalescence of the bones of the cranium, these 
children are not microcephalic: for in the youngest the fontanelle 
between the coronal and sagittal sutures was still open in Sep- 
tember last, although in the healthy child it is usually closed 
entirely in the third year. The course, also, of the sagittal 
suture, between the parietal bones, could be distinctly traced, 
as could also that of the lambdoidal suture ; and the mother 
herself (who, in her anxiety concerning her children, had heard 
of the preternatural thickening and coalescence of the bones of 
the skull), on observing me feeling for the lines of sutures, re- 
marked that " the head of the youngest was open like the head 
of any other baby, and that she inferred the heads of the two 
others were also similarly open." 

In neither of these three boys have the testes decended into 
the scrotum. This latter portion of integument is a mere fold, 
and therefore exceedingly small ; so small, indeed, that the 
mother thought there was something unnatural, but was not 
aware of the deficiency. The testes, as is well known, are in 
early foetal life contained in the abdomen, one beneath each 
kidney ; and it is probable that there they exist still in their 
rudimental condition. 

In each boy the mouth is well formed, the palate is ordinarily 
arched, the tongue is perfectly free in all its movements, and 
the teeth are in entire conformity with a healthy development ; 
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but neither of them can utter a sj^Uable. They have a peculiar 
jabber of their own, which they themselves evidently understand, 
and their mother comprehends much of it; but it is entirely unin- 
telligible to others. For the last three or four years they have 
had a governess, who fancies that she has taught them to dis- 
tinguish and articulate A, and B, and C, but I could not re- 
cognise the sound of either letter in their attempts to pro- 
nounce it. 

They are, however, by no means idiotic, but appear, on the 
contrary, to be alive to anything that is ridiculous, and are very 
fond of imitating it. 



